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Dear Friends,

This annual review once again gives me 
the great joy of celebrating your ongoing 
support of United Methodist students. In 
2018, your generosity allowed the United 
Methodist Higher Education Foundation 
(UMHEF) to award over $2.3 million in 
scholarships. These funds helped 1,040 
students attend United Methodist-related 
colleges, universities, and seminaries. 

In addition to scholarships, your gifts 
also allowed students to stay connected 
to the church during their education, 
minimize or eliminate educational debt, 
and study in faith-based communities 
as they discerned callings of service and 
leadership within The United Methodist 
Church.

As you read the notes of gratitude from 
a few UMHEF scholarship recipients 
found within this report, join me in giving 
thanks for the reach of your generosity 
shown in the figures. You are a vital part 
of our community of donors that makes 
an amazing difference in the lives of 
many.

Thank you for supporting United Meth-
odist students and being a part of the 
amazing UMHEF family.

umhef staff
Jamie Cook  
Scholarships Administrator

Sheila Graham  
Executive Assistant to President

Cindy Patterson   
Development Officer

Teresa Tysinger 
Communications/PR Coordinator

Billy Lou Wright  
Controller

From the 
President

Bob Fletcher
President & CEO



Glenn Andrew
Kerrville, TX
Jesse Ary
Phoenix, AZ
Abby Auman
Youngstown, OH
Kim Cape*
Nashville, TN
Minerva Carcaño
West Sacramento, CA
Irma Clark
Chicago, IL
J. Rowland Cook
Austin, TX
Douglas Dannen
Orlando, FL
Mary Decker
Jacksonville, FL
Robert Forrest
Decatur, GA
Molly Gabel
Seattle, WA
Vicky Gordy-Stith
Dover, DE
Tim Griffy
Richardson, TX
Mark Hanshaw*
Nashville, TN
Nadine Hardin-Miller
Fort Smith, AR
Joseph Harris
Oklahoma City, OK
Willie Johnson
Austin, TX
William Johnston
Friendsville, MD
Ruth Knox
Thomson, GA

*indicates ex-officio

Jonathan Lee
San Diego, CA
Kathi Austin Mahle
Golden Valley, MN
Wayne Moy
Forest Hills, NY
Robert Rothe
Kerrville, TX
Charles Savage
Roswell, GA
Barbara Dadd Shaffer
Auburn, WA
Sherron Sipes Shuffield
Boulder, CO
Sidney Strebeck
Clovis, NM
Deb Tierney
Indianola, IA
Bill Vogel
Atlanta, GA
Lorene Wilbur
Tinmouth, VT
Ken Yamada
Osaka, Japan

LIFE TRUSTEES
Judith Gibbs
Dallas, TX
Stephen Harbison
Ventura, CA 
Gerald Hornung
Shelburne, VT
Mary Alice Massey
Jacksonville, FL
Arden Melick
Denville, NJ
Terrell Sessums
Tampa, FL

2018-2019 board of trustees
Thank the members of our Board of Trustees for their continued dedication and service.

EMERITUS TRUSTEES
Currie Andrews
Brentwood, TN
Turner Arant
Sunflower, MS
Edward Benson
San Antonio, TX
Don Benton
Dallas, TX
Willie Brown
Encinitas, CA
Barbara Erwin
Scottsdale, AZ
Josette Noble Gamble
Jacksonville, FL
Lou Kerr
Oklahoma City, OK
Spencer Kim
Thousand Oaks, CA
Jadd Masso
Dallas, TX
Walter McKelvey
Atlanta, GA
William Oden
Highlands Ranch, CO
Elizabeth Corn Ogie
Columbus, GA
Donald Parker
Olathe, KS
Janet Stephenson
Ames, IA
Robert Sullins
Brentwood, TN
Charles Thoele
Dallas, TX
Joan Uht
Chevy Chase, MD
Stanley Wilbur
Tinmouth, VT

Photo Courtesy of D
uke University



named endowed program

$404,719 to 239 Students
UMHEF's Named Endowed program manages and distributes over 120 
named funds established by various donors. These scholarship funds are 
often created in memory of a person or are an ongoing legacy created with 
estate plans.

Scholarship Programs Report

UM LEadership scholars

$20,000 to 2 Students
UMLS supports eligible students with the mission of fostering leadership 
within the United Methodist Church.

Foundation Merit

$220,000 to 100 Students
UMHEF distributes Foundation Merit Scholarships to eligible students se-
lected by their schools.



$1,713,000 to 699 Students
This unique scholarship program starts with a $1,000 scholarship gift from 
a student’s local church. UMHEF matches, raising the award to $2,000. Par-
ticipating United Methodist schools of higher education may also award, 
bringing the scholarship to $3,000. Lastly, participating UM Conference 
Foundations may provide matching funds, bringing the scholarship up to a 
$4,000 award.

	    	    scholarship breakdown:
	   > 312 quadruple scholarships
	   > 336 triple scholarships
	   > 51 double scholArships

	          Who Participated:
	   > 531 United Methodist Churches
	   > 699 students
	   > 20 UM conference foundations
	   > 83 united methodist-related schools

Scholarship Programs Report

UM Dollars for Scholars program



2018 Giving & Distribution

umhef assets				   $49,721,050
Scholarship funds raised	 $  1,346,376

number of scholarships 	 776 to Undergraduates
distributed		  		  255 to Seminarians
						      9 to Other Students

SCHOLARSHIP DISTRIBUTION over the years

2014              2015              2016              2017              2018

$2,224,122
$2,271,096

$2,372,479
$2,378,307 $2,357,719

Photo Courtesy of Iowa Wesleyan University



Trustees 
who joined the

board in 2018

Jesse ary 
Phoenix, AZ
Jesse brings a strong commitment 
to education, having served on 
the AZ State Board of Education, 

with the AZ Department of Education, 
and with many other civic and religious 
organizations. 

Rev. Dr. Vicky  
Gordy-Stith
Dover, DE
Vicky is a third-generation UM 
pastor and has served as  

Director of Connectional Ministries in the 
Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference 
of The UMC since July 2015.

Sherron Sipes   
Boulder, CO
Sherron comes to the UMHEF 
Board with a long career in 
higher education, having taught 
many years at Westark College 

(now University of AR, Fort Smith).

Lorene Wilbur
Timouth, VT
Lorene has served The UMC in 
many official capacities. She is 
currently serving her second  
quadrennium as the New 

England Conference lay leader and is a 
delegate to General Conference.

Photo Courtesy of Duke University
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Giving that makes a

difference
Your support of United Methodist students through UMHEF scholarships really 
does secure a solid foundation for the future of the church, our communities, 
and the world. That’s giving that makes a difference. Meet some of UMHEF’s 
scholars and read about how your support has directly impacted their lives.

Annie Kate 
Emory and Henry College

Annie Kate graduated this May with a 
B.A. in Civic Innovation with a Minor 
in Religion from Emory and Henry 
College. In 2020, she will serve as a 
Resident in Mission through World 
Methodist Evangelism in New Zealand.

“I would like to sincerely thank the 
UMHEF for the scholarship  

support that has been provided 
to me during my time in school.  I 
am so grateful and very excited to 
start this new chapter of my life!”



daralyn 
Dillard University

This May, Daralyn 
graduated as the 
first female physics 
major from Dillard 
University. She 
plans to pursue 
a Doctorate and 
begin a career 
as a Biomedical 
Engineer.

CALEB 
Perkins School of Theology at Southern 
Methodist University

Caleb is pursuing a Master of Divinity 
and a calling into ordained ministry. He 
also works part-time in youth ministry 
at Grace United Methodist Church in 
Dallas. UMHEF scholarships also helped 
Caleb attend Southwestern University 
for his undergraduate studies.

“Thank you to all of the UMHEF 
donors for believing and having 
faith in me, and contributing to 
the success of my education.”

“With your help, I have been able to take care of 
seminary expenses and reduce stress concerning 
potential school debt. This is helping me succeed 

both in my classroom and in my ministry.”



Honor Roll of UMHEF Donors 		  We are so grateful to our donors for their faithful and generous giving.

Benefactor $10,000+
Anonymous
Ms. Mary C. Decker
Division of Higher Education of  
   GBHEM	
East Texas Communities 
   Foundation
Mr. Robert O. Forrest and  
   Rev. Martha Forrest	
Georgia United Methodist 
   Foundation	
Holston Conference of The UMC  
   Foundation
Rev. Katherine Austin Mahle 
   and Mr. Stephen Mahle
Missouri United Methodist  
   Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Barbara Dadd Shaffer and
   Rev. John J. Shaffer
Texas Methodist Foundation
United Methodist Foundation 
   (Northern Illinois Conf., Inc.)
United Methodist Foundation 
   of Arkansas
United Methodist Foundation
   of Western North Carolina

Pacesetter $5,000 - $9,999
East Ohio United Methodist 
   Foundation
Judy and Jim Gibbs
Iowa United Methodist 
   Foundation
J. William and Elizabeth S.  
   Robinson Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Kermit Lancaster
Minnesota United Methodist 
   Foundation, Inc.
Mississippi United Methodist
   Foundation, Inc.
Rev. Charles W. Savage, II
United Methodist Foundation of  
   Michigan
Vogel Family Foundation, Inc.
Bill and Judy Vogel

Steward $2,500 - $4,999
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn C. Andrew
California-Pacific United  
   Methodist Foundation
Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Griffy
Kentucky United Methodist
   Foundation, Inc.
Pleasant View UMC
Mr. Robert S. Rothe
United Methodist Foundation for  
   the Memphis & Tennessee Conf.

Patron $1,000 - $2,499
Alabama-West Florida United  
   Methodist Foundation

Mr. Turner Arant
Marion and Patricia Bolin
Mr. Darrell Butterwick
James and Irma Clark
Rowland Cook and Diane Ireson
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn A. Cox
Doug and Carolyn Dannen
First UMC
First United Methodist Church  
   of Jackson Foundation
Bob and Debbie Fletcher
Mrs. Josette N. Gamble
Jim and Glener Gilland
Ms. Patricia A. Hall
Steve and Mary Lou Harbison
Gerald and Virginia Hornung
William and Susan Johnston
Dr. Ruth A. Knox
Ms. Crystal LaGrone
Mr. and Mrs. Charles  
   Latibeaudiere
Jonathan S. Lee
Rev. and Mrs. Thomas W.    
   Marston
Martin Methodist College
Mr. Jadd F. Masso
Ms. Peggy C. Murphy
George I. and Joyce E. Pust
Rocky Mountain Conference
   United Methodist Foundation,  
   Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Hunter Short
Dr. and Mrs. Riley P. Short
Strebeck Cattle Company
Mr. Sidney G. Strebeck
Ed and Deb Tierney
United Methodist Foundation of 
   Louisiana
United Methodist Stewardship 
   Foundation
Vanguard
Dr. and Mrs. Ken Yamada

Builder $500 - $999
Jane and Currie Andrews
Christ UMC 
Jim Hedrick and Jan Lantz
Hedrick/Lantz Charitable  
   Foundation Inc.
Janet and Philip Jamieson
Willie H. Johnson and Rev. Rosie  
   L. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Paul King
Mary Alice Massey
Mr. and Mrs. Elijah F. Moore, Jr.
Mr. Wayne Moy
Ms. Marie M. Nitschke
The Rev. and Mrs. G. Paul  
   Phillips, III
Rev. Sheila J. Preacher
Mr. and Mrs. Henry F.  
   Schwarzmann

Bishop Thomas B. Stockton
United Methodist Foundation of  
   New England
Mrs. Louise Whitaker
Lorene and Stanley Wilbur

Supporter $250 - $499
Revs. Abby and Seth Auman
Twyla and Ed Benson
Rev. Arch Campbell and  
   Rev. Gina Gilland
Gardner and Peggy Chambliss
Mrs. Tom Gillespie
Dr. and Mrs. Roger M. Gramling
Dr. Paul C. Hager
Bishop Susan W. Hassinger
Dr. Roger W. Ireson
The Kerr Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Lou C. Kerr
Ms. Marsha King and Mr. David
   C. King
Bishop Ernest S. Lyght
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph MacDonald
Dr. Arden D. Melick
Mr. and Mrs. William H.  
   Preston, Jr.
Mr. Justin W. Robinson
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Ruehle
John and Elizabeth Sagan
Mrs. Barbara B. Whittemore
Dr. Artmas J. Worthy
Wynn's Pharmacy
Mr. David H. Zellner

Friend Up to $249
James and Deborah Allen
The Rev. Jill Alventosa-Brown
Mr. Alexander M. Alvord
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph V. Amato
Amazon Smile Foundation
Anonymous
Mr. Jesse Ary
Mrs. Martha A. Ayres
Bishop and Mrs. David A. Bard
Mr. Gregory Barry
Mrs. Bob Battle
The Rev. and Mrs. Paul R. Beach
Ms. Helen Beair
Mr. Stephen Belsky
Anne and Glenn Billington
Mr. and Mrs. G. T. Blankenship
Marcella Bledsoe
The Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth G.  
   Bobo
Willie and Manuelita Brown
The Rev. Carolyn H. Burrus
Rev. William R. Buttram
Mrs. Shirley Byers
Dr. and Mrs. Jerry Carr
Jan W. Cason
Mr. Derek Casteel
Mr. Gordon W. Cheeseman



Honor Roll of UMHEF Donors 		  We are so grateful to our donors for their faithful and generous giving.

Mr. Douglas Childress
Dr. and Mrs. W. Joe Clark
Dr. and Mrs. Ralph Coffman
Rev. Yvonne Conner
Ms. Annella Creech
Les and Kitty Crider
Rev. and Mrs. Tom Crosby
Mr. Chad Dance
Ms. Juanchellise Davenport
Mr. J. William Denny
Jan and Sandy Dickey
Rev. Jim Donnan and Dr. Sue 
   Leatherman
Daniel and Debra Drew
Woody and Genie Driskill
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Dunipace
Mrs. Betty M. Durr and Mr.  
   Ralph Durr
Mr. Richard L. Edmunds and     
   Mrs. Judy Edmunds
Mr. William Ekstrum
Mr. and Mrs. David Fink
Mr. Eugene P. Fitzpatrick
The Rev. Heather A. Flaherty
Mr. Tyler M. Fletcher
Kelly and Steve Forrest
Mrs. Margaret M. Foster and
   Mr. Warren S. Foster
Sue Franklin
Drs. Edith M. and Frederick A.  
   Fresh
Andrew and Molly Gabel
Mr. and Mrs. Shad Gager
Mary Belle Gilbert
The Rev. Isabel Gomez
Mrs. Sheila G. Graham and Mr.  
   Bob Graham
Dr. Judy Greer
Mrs. Jeannette Greeson
Ms. Virginia Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Gulledge
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Gulley, Jr.
Mrs. Cheryl G. Gutterres
Rev. Dr. Quentin L. Hand
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Frank Harris
Dr. Joseph L. Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Loy H. Harris
The Rev. Dr. William R. Harvey
Dr. Ann Die Hasselmo
David and Harriette Haygood
Mr. Charles K. Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. George Hess
Dr. Joseph E. Heyward
Hills Chapel UMC
Ms. Noemi Isabel
Flo Johnson
The Rev. Ronald Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. James Kaeli
Glen S. Kinder, IV
Rev. Horace B. King
Ms. Winnie Klein
Ms. Tammy Knipp

Mrs. Susan M. Knowles-Berry
Mr. and Mrs. Harrison Kohler
Dr. Albertha Krakue
Rev. David and Karen LeDuc
Mrs. Patricia A. Lewis
Charles and Harriet Lightner
Mike and Sarah Lloyd
Mrs. Mary E. Lyon-Smith
Ms. Myra L. Mann
Rev. David Mansperger and  
   Rev. Beth Ann Mansperger
Mr. and Mrs. David May
Mr. Jim McBride
Mr. and Mrs. William McCartney
Mrs. Sarah E. McClesky
Bishop Calvin D. McConnell
Mr. William A. McKnight
Dr. Fayneese Miller
Dr. George M. Miller
Millsaps College
James R. Mitchell
Rev. and Mrs. Jimmy Moor
Ms. Laura Morgan
Mrs. Pat L. Norris
Whitney C. Ostrowski
John and Pam Padgett
Ruth Palmer
Rev. M. Joe Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Peterson
Mr. Ramon L. Prange
Drs. Steve and Leslie Rainey
Rev. and Mrs. Charles A. Ready
Ms. Mercer Reeves
Ms. Cynthia A. Riddick
Ms. Nancy Rodgers
Rev. Grady Roe
Mr. Nicholas J. Romeijn-Stout
Mrs. Marie Routon
Betty Rowell
Mr. Jerry J. Ryman and Mrs. Terri 
   L. Ryman
Alan and Debbi Scheufler
Ed and Rose Schneeberger
Terrell Sessums
Ms. Sherron Shuffield
Thomas and Debbie Standard
Harriet and George Strait
Mrs. Martha L. Stuller
Mr. John J. Sun
Ben and Leolene Tate
Rev. Stella Tay
Rev. and Mrs. Robert M. Terhune
The Rev. Lonnie Thornton
Dr. and Mrs. Henry N. Tisdale
William V. Todd
Mrs. Diana R. Tope
Ms. Peggy W. Townes
Mrs. Sandra Trojacek
Ms. Linda L. Turner
Mrs. Teresa Tysinger
Mrs. Joan M. Uht

Mrs. JoAnne Urion and Mr. Jack 
   Urion
Katelyn Ann Marie Van Lankvelt
Ms. Lauren T. Venters
Mr. Joel Walther
Mr. Sam Walton
Richard and Ellen Warford
Mr. Jennings E. Watkins
Mr. and Mrs. Marc A. Webster
Ms. Peggy T. Wegwart and Mr.  
   Wayne G. Wegwart
Rev. Marilyn L. Weiler
Ms. Margery T. Welch
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth B. Welliver
Ms. Joiet C. Wesley
Mrs. Nancy M. Wood
Mrs. Billy Lou Wright
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas S. Yow, III

*We apologize if your name was 
omitted or listed incorrectly. Please 
contact our office at 800-811-
8110 or umhef@umhef.org for any 
changes in future publications.

Wesleyan
Heritage Society
Thank you to the following  

individuals who are creating a 
legacy for future leaders by  

remembering the United  
Methodist Higher Education 

Foundation in their estate plans:

Glenn C. Andrew
Chris & Jennifer Barbieri

Edward A. Benson
Richard M. Brown

Gordon W. Cheeseman
Douglas Dannen

Robert R. Fletcher
Jim C. & Glener Gilland
Susan A. & Dave Grady

Gerald Lord
Mary Alice Massey
George M. Miller

Edgar G. & Marjorie Nesman
Steve & Pam Parr

Brent A. Porter
Martha Rowlett
Terrell Sessums

Richard P. & Norma Small
James W. Warner



the Grand Vision

That it be economically possible for any 
qualified United Methodist student to 

be educated at a United Methodist-
related institution of higher education.

www.UMHEF.org
umhef@umhef.org

(800) 811-8110 / (615) 649-3990


